
























Appendix A 

 
Table 1. Number of heifers (cows) measured or to be measured (in bold) for DMI and cows by winter feeding 
treatment, hybrid vigor score group and breeding season at the Lacombe Research Centre. 

Breeding 
season 
year 

Heifers (9-11 mo. of age) Cows (≥ 2 years of age) 

Growsafe pens CONFINED; higher input PASTURE; lower Inputs 

Above avg 
Vigor 

Avg or below 
avg.  Vigor 

Above avg. 
Vigor 

Avg or below 
avg. Vigor 

Above avg. 
Vigor 

Avg or below 
avg. Vigor 

2007 51 10 76 10 0 0 

2008 39 31 82 37 10 9 

2009 27 34 91 57 6 7 

2010 23 17 77 58 15 15 

2011 54 40 92 75 32 33 

2012 47 41 95+(20) 64+(20) 26 13 

2013 47 38 85+(22) 62+(22) 15 21 

2014 35 40 81+(20) 76+(21) 25 22 

2015 37 49 91 112 30 37 

2016 60 43 82+(10) 91+(11) 30 30 

2017 42 45 79+(11) 90+(10) 30 30 

2018 40 40 70+(20) 80+(20) 56 56 

2019 40 40 70+(20) 80+(20) 56 56 

2020 40 40 70+(20) 80+(20) 56 56 

2021 40 40 70+(20) 80+(20) 56 56 

2022 40 40 70+(20) 80+(20) 56 56 

Total 662 588 1281+(183) 1132+(184) 499 497 
Individual animal feed intake tests over 76-84 days were also conducted on 166 cows from 2012-14 and 2016-17. 
Numbers in parentheses refer to cows also tested for or to be tested for feed intake using the Growsafe System.  Other cow numbers in these 
two columns refer to cows not tested for feed intake in Growsafe but fed under traditional confined winter feeding conditions. 

 

 
Table 2. Number of heifers (cow) measured or to be measured (in bold) for DMI and cows by winter feeding 
treatment, hybrid vigor group and breeding season at the Roy Berg Kinsella Research Station. 

Breeding 
season 
year 

Heifers (9-11 mo. of age) Cows (≥ 2 years of age) 

Growsafe pens CONFINED, higher inputs PASTURE, lower Inputs 

Above avg 
Vigor 

Avg or below 
avg.  Vigor 

Above avg 
Vigor 

Avg or below avg.  
Vigor 

Above avg 
Vigor 

Avg or below avg.  
Vigor 

2012 105 45 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

2013 85 46 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

2014 94 51 ---- ---- ---- ---- 

2015 100 43 (22) (20) 100 50 

2016 94 51 (20) (20) 100 50 

2017 86 47 (20) (20) 100 50 

2018 80 40 (20) (20) 100 50 

2019 80 40 (20) (20) 100 50 

2020 80 40 (20) (20) 100 50 

2021 80 40 (20) (20) 100 50 

2022 80 40 (20) (20) 100 50 

Total 964 483 (162) (160) 800 400 

Individual animal feed intake tests over 76-84 days were also conducted on 122 cows from 2015-17. 
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